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The Missing Pencil Case 
(Your Next Read Silver)

Illustrator
JADE GOODWIN

SYNOPSIS
Lea has lost her pencil case containing the money she’s raised for her Year Two classroom fundraiser. She’s afraid to tell 
her mum. Instead, she tells her cousin Jaya, and they search the shed together. They don’t find it. Next, Lea checks if her 
cousin Noah has seen it. He hasn’t, but he realises he has forgotten to sell his own chocolates. Finally, Lea decides to 
check her school bag – where she finds her pencil case! She tells her mum the truth. Lea can’t wait show her friends and 
teacher all the money she’s raised!

THEMES
•	 Belonging: Lea is safe, supported and accepted, even when mistakes are made.
•	 Friendship: kindness, cooperation and standing by one another during challenging moments (friends help us solve 

problems and feel less alone).
•	 Family: families come in many forms and can offer care, guidance and reassurance.
•	 Community: the apartment building setting highlights community as a network of people who work together, 

support one another and share responsibility for helping others.

KEY CONCEPTS
•	 Responsibility: taking responsibility for actions, belongings and shared commitments (losing the pencil case, 

fundraiser money, making things right).
•	 Honesty: Telling the truth even when it feels difficult and understanding how honesty builds trust within families and 

friendships.
•	 Connection: relationships within families, friendships and communities support individuals in challenging situations.
•	 Community: building something together that matters to everyone (a friendship and/or a physical item).
•	 Perspective: recognising and understanding different feelings and viewpoints (fear, worry, disappointment, care).

STUDY NOTES
GETTING TO KNOW THE BOOK (DIALOGIC QUESTIONS)
Pre-Reading
•	 Look at the illustration on the front cover and predict what the characters are doing and where they might be.
•	 What do you think might be in the pencil case that is important?
•	 Predict what might happen in the story.
•	 Read the blurb and make further predictions about what might happen.
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Post-Reading
•	 At first Lea didn’t want to tell her mum that she had lost her pencil case with the fundraiser money in it. Why do you 

think she didn’t want to? Do you think the outcome may have been different if she had told her mum first? How so? 
Discuss.

•	 Can you list all the characters from the story and what apartments they live in? Map out the building with who lives 
where.

•	 When do Lea and her cousins all get together and what do they do? Do you do something like this with family or 
friends? If not, what would you like to do?

•	 Where did Lea find her pencil case? What else did she find there?

Vocabulary Words
•	 Pulling out rich vocabulary from The Missing Pencil Case gives students the opportunity to notice, discuss, and use 

new words in meaningful contexts. The following words from The Missing Pencil Case can be used for word walls, 
oral language discussions, writing prompts, or vocabulary notebooks, helping children deepen comprehension and 
transfer new vocabulary into their own speaking and writing.
	◦ fundraiser (p 4)
	◦ donation (p 10)
	◦ dim (p 19)
	◦ scuttles (p 21)
	◦ tarp (p 24)
	◦ squelch (p 37)
	◦ gigantic (p 77).

CURRICULUM CONNECTIONS
ACARA Australian Curriculum Version 9
Learning Areas: English (Literature, Language)
General Capabilities:
•	 Critical and Creative Thinking
•	 Personal and Social Capability
•	 Literacy, Numeracy

Content Descriptors: The Missing Pencil Case sits most strongly with English (Year 1/Year 2), Health and Physical 
Education (Year 1/Year 2), HASS (Year 1), Mathematics (Year 2). 
English Year 1: AC9E1LA01
English Year 2: AC9E2LY06
Health and Physical Education Years 1 and 2: AC9HP2P05
HASS Year 1: AC9HS1K01
Mathematics Year 2: AC9M2N06

International Baccalaureate Primary Years Programme (IB PYP)
Transdisciplinary Theme: Who we are (relationships, emotions, choices and the ways we interact with others, including 
honesty, trust, family connections and working together).

Key Concepts:
Responsibility (for actions, money and decisions – Lea losing the pencil case and fundraiser money)
Connection (family relationships, friendships and community support)
Perspective (how others may feel in difficult situations)
Reflection (how choices and decisions might lead to different outcomes)
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Approaches to Learning (ATL) Skills:
•	 Social Skills (cooperating with others, working together, showing respect and care for family members and friends)
•	 Communication Skills (expressing feelings, telling the truth, asking for help, listening to others)
•	 Self-management Skills (recognising emotions, managing fear and anxiety, using strategies such as deep breathing to 

stay calm)
•	 Thinking Skills (problem-solving, predicting outcomes, reflecting on decisions and consequences).

Learner Profile Attributes:
•	 Caring (showing concern for others, family and the wider community)
•	 Communicator (expressing ideas, feelings and concerns honestly and respectfully)
•	 Thinker (making decisions, solving problems and reflecting on actions)
•	 Brave/Risk-taker (facing fears, entering the shed and telling the truth even when it feels difficult).

TRUSTING EMOTIONS
Learning Area: Health and Physical Education Years 1 and 2; English Year 1
Content Descriptors:
•	 AC9HP2P05 – Identify and demonstrate protective behaviours and help-seeking strategies they can use to help them 

and others stay safe.
•	 AC9E1LA01 – Understand how language, facial expressions and gestures are used to interact with others when 

asking for and providing information, making offers, exclaiming, requesting and giving commands.

Activities: 
•	 Your body can react differently in a range of situations that can be safe or unsafe. Turn to a partner and make a face 

that Lea and Jaya made when entering the spooky shed. What words could you use to describe this face and how 
they felt? Draw Lea or Jaya’s face. 

•	 When Lea and Jaya were in the shed, they came across a grey and green toad! Turn to a partner and make a face 
that Lea and Jaya might have made when they came across the toad. What words would you describe this face and 
how they felt? Draw Lea’s face. 

•	 What other dangers might have been in the shed?
•	 Do you think that Lea and Jaya should have asked an adult to come with them into the shed? Why/why not?
•	 At first, Lea didn’t want to tell her mum that she had lost the money. List some things you would do in this situation.
•	 List people you trust to ask if you needed help. Why would you choose these people?
•	 Your body can sometimes tell you that you are in danger. How clever is that? Have you ever been in a situation 

where your body felt strange? Your body was warning you that something was not right. Sometimes you may get 
goosebumps or a prickly feeling if a stranger talks to you or if you see something not very nice.

•	 What was the situation and what did your body feel like? Discuss.
•	 In the story, Lea did some deep breathing when she was feeling panicked (p.13). Have you tried different types of 

breathing to help you feel calm?
•	 Square breathing – breathe in for four counts and draw the first straight line of an imaginary square in the air, then 

breathe out for four counts and draw the next line of the square. Repeat until you complete your imaginary drawing 
of the square. How does this make you feel?

•	 Finger breathing – spread your fingers of one hand out in front of you. With your other hand, use your pointer finger 
to slowly trace around your hand in front of you. As you slowly trace up one finger, breathe in, then slowly trace 
down that finger and breathe out. Repeat with all five fingers. How does this make you feel?

•	 Do you know any other types of breathing that help you in different situations? Discuss with your classmates and try 
different ones.

Approaches to Learning (ATL) Skills:
•	 Social Skills (cooperating with others, working together, showing respect and care for family members and friends)
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•	 Communication Skills (expressing feelings, telling the truth, asking for help, listening to others)
•	 Self-management Skills (recognising emotions, managing fear and anxiety, using strategies such as deep breathing to 

stay calm)
•	 Thinking Skills (problem-solving, predicting outcomes, reflecting on decisions and consequences).

Learner Profile Attributes:
•	 Caring (showing concern for others, family and the wider community)
•	 Communicator (expressing ideas, feelings and concerns honestly and respectfully)
•	 Thinker (making decisions, solving problems and reflecting on actions)
•	 Brave/Risk-taker (facing fears, entering the shed and telling the truth even when it feels difficult).

TRUSTING EMOTIONS
Learning Area: Health and Physical Education Years 1 and 2; English Year 1
Content Descriptors:
•	 AC9HP2P05 – Identify and demonstrate protective behaviours and help-seeking strategies they can use to help them 

and others stay safe.
•	 AC9E1LA01 – Understand how language, facial expressions and gestures are used to interact with others when 

asking for and providing information, making offers, exclaiming, requesting and giving commands.

Activities: 
•	 Your body can react differently in a range of situations that can be safe or unsafe. Turn to a partner and make a face 

that Lea and Jaya made when entering the spooky shed. What words could you use to describe this face and how 
they felt? Draw Lea or Jaya’s face. 

•	 When Lea and Jaya were in the shed, they came across a grey and green toad! Turn to a partner and make a face 
that Lea and Jaya might have made when they came across the toad. What words would you describe this face and 
how they felt? Draw Lea’s face. 

•	 What other dangers might have been in the shed?
•	 Do you think that Lea and Jaya should have asked an adult to come with them into the shed? Why/why not?
•	 At first, Lea didn’t want to tell her mum that she had lost the money. List some things you would do in this situation.
•	 List people you trust to ask if you needed help. Why would you choose these people?
•	 Your body can sometimes tell you that you are in danger. How clever is that? Have you ever been in a situation 

where your body felt strange? Your body was warning you that something was not right. Sometimes you may get 
goosebumps or a prickly feeling if a stranger talks to you or if you see something not very nice.

•	 What was the situation and what did your body feel like? Discuss.
•	 In the story, Lea did some deep breathing when she was feeling panicked (p.13). Have you tried different types of 

breathing to help you feel calm?
•	 Square breathing – breathe in for four counts and draw the first straight line of an imaginary square in the air, then 

breathe out for four counts and draw the next line of the square. Repeat until you complete your imaginary drawing 
of the square. How does this make you feel?

•	 Finger breathing – spread your fingers of one hand out in front of you. With your other hand, use your pointer finger 
to slowly trace around your hand in front of you. As you slowly trace up one finger, breathe in, then slowly trace 
down that finger and breathe out. Repeat with all five fingers. How does this make you feel?

•	 Do you know any other types of breathing that help you in different situations? Discuss with your classmates and try 
different ones.

FAMILY STRUCTURES
Learning Area: HASS Year 1
Content Descriptors:
•	 AC9HS1K01 – differences in family structures and roles today, and how these have changed or remained the same 
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over time.

Activities: 
•	 In the story, lots of Lea’s family live in the same apartment block. Discuss the differences in these family units:

	◦ Grandma Aka and her two cats in Apartment One
	◦ Lea and Mum in Apartment Three
	◦ Aunty Lu Lu and cousins Noah, Nick and Nathan in Apartment Four
	◦ Jaya, Dad and Big Pop in Apartment Six

•	 Some people live with one parent, some live with two parents or more, some people live with a grandparent or 
aunty or uncle, some people live with lots of brothers and sisters!

•	 Draw your home/s and who lives with you. Share in a small group the differences between your house and others in 
the group. How do they vary?

•	 Homework! Go home and ask your parents/carers who lived in their house when they were growing up. Ask your 
grandparents too.

•	 Draw their homes and the people who were in it. Does it vary to yours now?
•	 Bring these drawings to school and discuss any differences in these family structures over time
•	 Create a class graph to show any differences in family structures over time.

FAMILY STRUCTURES
Learning Area: Mathematics Year 2
Content Descriptors:
•	 AC9M2N06 – use mathematical modelling to solve practical problems involving additive and multiplicative 

situations, including money transactions; represent situations and choose calculation strategies; interpret and 
communicate solutions in terms of the situation.

Activities: 
•	 In the story, Lea raised $209 for charity!

	◦ How many $1 coins would you need to make $209?
	◦ If you had 80 x $2 coins, how many $1 coins would you need to make it up to $209?
	◦ If Noah had raised $140, how much more would he need to raise to match Lea’s amount?
	◦ If Jaya helped raise half the amount of Lea’s total, how much did she raise?
	◦ If Noah, Nick, Nathan and Lea all raised $209 each, how much would they have raised altogether?
	◦ If each student in your class donated $5 for a charity, how much more would you need to reach $209?
	◦ If everybody in your classroom brought in $2 each, how much would you have and how much more would you 

need to match Lea’s $209?
	◦ Show 5 different ways you could make up $209 using both coins and notes.

FUNDRAISING CHAMPIONS!
Learning Area: English, Literacy Year 2
Content Descriptors:
•	 AC9E2LY06 – create and edit short imaginative, informative and persuasive written and/or multimodal texts for 

familiar audiences, using text structure appropriate to purpose, simple and compound sentences, noun groups and 
verb groups, topic-specific vocabulary, simple punctuation and common 2-syllable words.

Activities: 
•	 In the story, Lea and the other Year 2 students have been raising money to buy desks for the preschool kids. Have you 

ever been part of a fundraiser for your school? What did you have to do to raise money? What was the charity you 
raised money for?

•	 Brainstorm and make a list of ideas of something that your school might need (new sports equipment, handball 
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courts, new seats etc.) Then brainstorm ways you could help raise money.
•	 Could you organise a lap-a-thon, or a gold coin book swap, or have a dress up day with a gold coin donation or 

something else?
•	 As a class, vote on something your school needs and the best way to fundraise for it. Then write a persuasive letter to 

your school principal with your proposal and ask permission to do it! You could even write a persuasive letter to a
•	 local business, a local MP or your school council asking if they could match the amount you fundraise.



SCHOLASTIC TEACHING NOTES THE MISSING PENCIL CASE

7Copyright 2026 © Scholastic Australia Pty Limited.  


