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The Mystery of the Ghostly 
Garden (Freddie Jones #2)

SYNOPSIS
Freddie, Hobnob and Grandma Lilly are setting off to England, where Freddie’s parents have been hired to investigate a
series of thefts at the luxurious Langbourne Hotel. Freddie’s excited for his first trip to the other side of the world, but
Grandma Lilly doesn’t seem her usual self.

When Freddie overhears someone making threats in the garden - and sees a girl that he’s pretty sure is a ghost! - he
decides to open a new case for FGH Detectives. Freddie hopes that solving the Mystery of the Ghostly Garden will pull
Grandma Lilly out of her slump... and maybe even help his parents catch the hotel thief, too! 

ABOUT THE CREATOR
Kate Foster is a children’s author writing about friends, family, and dogs. Originally from a small town in the south east
of England, she now lives on the stunning Gold Coast in Australia with her family and second-hand dogs. She is 
passionate about encouraging and teaching a wider understanding of autism and mental illness via positive approach
and representation.

STUDY NOTES
BEFORE READING
•	 Before reading, view the cover and title of the book. Identify the following:

	◦ The title of the book
	◦ The author/illustrator
	◦ The publisher
	◦ The blurb

•	 What do you think the story might be about from looking at the title only? Do your ideas change after seeing the 
cover?

•	 Activity: Write your own story using the title of the book.
•	 Based on the cover, what do you think this story is about? How do you think it will begin/end? Revisit your answer 

after reading the story to see if your predictions were correct.
•	 Discuss the title of the book. Do you think this is a good title? Why or why not? If you were asked to choose an 

alternative title for the book, what would it be? Remember, a good title should capture the audience’s attentions and 
give them some idea of what the book is about.
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EXPLORING THE TEXT
•	 Discussion: 

	◦ Who do you think the audience for this book is? Why?
	◦ Is the book an imaginative, informative or persuasive text? How can you tell?

•	 Literary techniques allow a writer to convey a deeper meaning in their text.
	◦ What techniques can you find in this text? e.g. metaphor, imagery, alliteration, personification.
	◦ What deeper meaning can you draw from the text?

EXPLORING THE TEXT IN DEPTH
•	 Freddie has autism (as does the author of the book, Kate Foster!). What do you learn throughout the story about 

how Freddie’s experience of the world is different to other peoples? What are some other ways autism might 
impact someone’s day-to-day life? Discuss how other neurodiverse conditions and disabilities could impact people 
day-to-day, guiding the class towards understanding how experience is shaped by personal circumstance, and 
encouraging awareness of the adjustments we can make to be more inclusive of all types of people. 

•	 In the story, Freddie believes that Rosie is a ghost when he first meets her! Write your own short story about a ghost 
encounter. Is your ghost friendly or mean? Why are they a ghost?

•	 This book, as the title suggests, is a mystery novel. What do novels in this genre stereotypically include? (e.g. clues, 
secrets, finding clues, suspects) What clues are there in the text that help the reader to solve the mystery, even as 
Freddie is solving it? Did you pick up on these clues before finishing the book, or after? How does the way in which 
the clues are spaced out throughout the book make it more or less interesting to read?

•	 In the story, Rosie has been protecting a family of hedgehogs, which are like the UK version of an echidna. Write a 
short report about the similarities and differences between hedgehogs and echidnas – how they look, where they 
live, how they nest & rear young, what they eat, etc.

•	 This book is set in Kent, an area in southeast England. Research the environment of Kent (or other areas of England/
the UK) and write about how it differs from Australia’s environments.
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